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Minutes of Fifth Plenum 
Revolutionary Workers League, US _ 
Held in Chicago ۱ 

July 2-3, 1938. 


FIRST SESSION, Sate July 2, 58 at 10:30 AM. 


Plenum opened by comrade Oehler, National Secretary» 
Present =» CC members: Oehler, Streeter, Sold, Okun, Bertman, Grant e 
= Young (YWL Buro rep), Cowan (Control Committee chairman). | 
۱ = Kohlman ( YL NEC), Strong (YWL NEC), Hadley (Chi City Org). 
Absent = <Negrete.= arrested in Spaine ۱ 
«Ried, Wiesenfeld œ jail in NY 
~Lorenz = In Washington on Negrete Cases 
«Angelo, Beardslee = work, personal conditionse 


Bertman elected chairman for first session; Streeter secy of plenum. WI 
Bureau reports that Young (with Kohlman as alternate) is to be its rep to the plen» 
um until Wiesenfeld arrives. Accepted. 


۱ Communications: From Washington unit and from comrade Lorenz: "The Washington 
unit sends its heartiest revolutionary greetings to the 5th plenum of the RWL, US, 
vanguard in the fight for a new communist party. For a speedy release of comrade 
Negrete} For a soviet Spain} For a workers worldt" 

From Phila «= "Revolutionary greetings to the 5th plenum from comrades Roth — 
and Campbell, In spite of its present small size, the League faces tremendous | | 
problems arising from the crisis and intensified war driv. of American imperialism» 
We feel sure that the plenum will further develop the Marxist line of the organs 
to a concrete analysis of the tasks facing, the proletariat andits vanguard the RWL, 
on the road to the new Marxist party and the proletarien revolutione” 


Agenda œ Reco datio o$ C ¢ Organization of plenum, Programmatio draft, 
1 1 and Unemployed rigere’ yore وه‎ (including FW and 4th reports as sub points): 
Motion by Grant add youth question to the agenda, before point on orge 
Carried, Bertman and Okun againste Agenda adopted as 0۵ 
Motion by Okun = In view of the fact that the youth leadership has failed 
to prepare any report for the PC, the plenum dispose of the youth question by 
appointing the natl and org secy as a special committee to take up the youth 
question and report back to the PG, Defeated, Okun for, others againste : 
Statement by Sold = "Comrades Oehler and Streeter have viciously fought in the 
PC the placing of the YWL question on the PO and plenum agendas By devious buro 
cratic moves they have succeeded in railroading thispoint out of existence. The ~ 
last moment in violation of their own PC decision they changed their votee This 
change, as stated by Oehler and Streeter, was not made for the purpose of salving 
the problem, but to show up the "bankruptcy" of certain individuals" ۱ 
۱ Statement by Oehler » "I changed my position on the placing of the youth 
question on the agenda, to reveal the correct position of the Buro and PC, and 
to reveal the false political position of those who take up the Plenum's time with 
an issue that does not belong here at present." ۱ 
Motion by PC that in organizing the plenum we follow the same procedure | 
and rules as in prevhous plenumse Cd., Motion that Streeter ard Hadley be comm- 
ittee to meet with sympathizers and report to plenum on their sitting ine CDe 
Motion by Oehler to adjourn at 6 for the affairm and reconvene at 10 AM Sunday. 0 





l. PROGRAMMATIC DRAFT ‘= REPORT BY OEHLER. 
: Motion by PC that report bg given as a whole, discussion be chapter by chape 
tere BDe Substitute motion by Okun to have report, discussion and summary on 
each chapter separately, Defeatede a 
Discussion and motions on report, 


~ 2 œ 


Amendment by Hadley to draft, as line for women question ~ The proletarian 
vanguard fights for the liber&tion of all oppressed sections. We fight for the 
complete economic. social and political equality of women as one of these 8 ه‎ 
We fight against the attempt of the bourgeoisie to divide the working class by ۱ 
making a distinction between the sexes on the grounds of natural male superiority, 
ete, 2) We recognize that women are conditioned by the training and subject on 
of class society, We work to overcome this by a struggle against sex oh av wii sm 
and to establish in the vanguard arid in the class complete oqality of opportunity 
between the sexess Carried, by roll call vote, All for, except Sold not votinge 

Amendment by Okun to draft, last section - In view of CI savisionisn on 
socialism in one country we introduces greater detail on what is soclalisite 3 UDe 

Amendment by Young to draft on point on ultrasleftiam (attached ji). Not 
carried, roll call vote (RO: #1). ۱ ۱ 

Motion by Oehler = تاو‎ Plenum endorse the draft for content as amended » 

CD, All for (RC 2). Statement by Sold = I vote for with the statement that altho 
the draft is inadequate in its present form itx contains in the main correct 
positionse 

Motion by Oehler = a subcommittee of three be elected to write up the draft in 
final shape as quickly as possiblee CD. The following nominations were made s 
By Oehler = Oehler, Okun, Streeter. By Streeter = Wiesenfeld. By Sold ~ Solde 
The final vote left Oehler, Okun, Streeter, Wiesenfelde Motion by Young that 
the four stand. CDe ۱ 

Motion by Bertman = to have popular introduction to program explaining its 
purpose and reasone Referred to subcommittee e 

Motion by Sold = if there is a dispute on the final draft when presented, 
the final » approval be given by a plenum. Amendment by Oehler = if there is 
a dispute, the final approval be by roll call of the CC. Motion carried as amended « 

Motion by Sold » All CC members have a copy of the fiaal draft at least two 
weeks before the votee CD, all fore 


2, TRADE UNTON AND UNEMPLOYED REPORT < OKUN 
Plentm recessed follow=ng report. — 


SECOND SESSION. SAT: JULY 2, 58: 3:30 P.M. 
Present = same as at morning session, plus Cooke (NEC YWL). 
Chairman of session = Grant e 
Discussion and motions on report. ۱ 

Motion by Sold: "The near debacle of the RWL in the unemployed field in Chi 
was due to: washing out of our general unemployed line by the local comrades _ 
with the help ûf, and in the last three months under the leadership of, the PC} 
following an opportunist tactical line of deeper into the IWA which gs ند‎ Meare U 
sectarian class collaborationist outfit having no base whatever among the jobless 
or WPA workers; resistance to carrying uh on any independent activiby in vergin 
territory, in spite of the fact that this was included in the pian of work for the 
Chicago locals consequently, in the present relief crisis, the WL could soi: 
effectively intervenes This erisis presented and still presents unlimited posse 
“bilities but our sectarian line closes the door for the RWL». Defeated, RG. Sn 

Motion by Sold = The present economic crisis, the present relief crisis. 
the new relief cut, new cuts and layoffs on WPA ~ have made unemployment a burning 
issue in the citye The RWL on the basis of the above, and because: the Pela is 
wids open; jobless and WPA masses are looking for leadership, the masses ave rpe 
and ready for militant action, the workers are opposed 9,08 Ee best apathetic to 
ine IWA, the IWA is speedily disintegrating to the point ol/ynen-existem:e, 8 
force economic or political, is making any attempt to capitalize on the situation, 
must adpt the perspective of nm xbudaemsie mh mus موم‎ n اه هه‎ the creation 
sn the near future of an independent unemployed organization, by: continuing anc 
bringing to a head our work in the IWA, and by beginning independeit activity a> 
onsee Defeated, RC 4. << 
Motion by Kohlman = the nat] te ue committee function and meet regularly. CDe 
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; Statement by Young = I vote for comrade Sold's second motion, but I dox not 
consider this to contradict the past general course in unemployed work in Chi”. 

Motion by Kohlman = trade union comnittee issue outline of Oehler:s trade 
union class for the units. Referred to PC. ۱ 

Motion by Kohlman ~ trade union committee issue general evaluation of local 
unit work, and an evaluation of tactical and strategical shifts in the trade vnion 
field. Referred to PC, : ۱ i 

Motions by Hadley ~ The PC further analysize the railroad situation and pubs 
lish matetial on our strategical tasks» CD» The PC attempt to consolidate con- 
tacts in railroad. Referred to PG. The RWL take and wresent position on current 
problems facing the unemployed workers irman and in relief worke Motion by Soid 
to refer this motion to the units favorably through the PC. CD. 

Motion by Oehler ~ that the exec comm of each unit proceed to concretize for 
its. city the RWL line on trade union and unemployed and send to the NO a copy of 
these steps frequently in the form of leaflets, minutes, articles and astions. 

CD; all fore ۱ ۱ ۱ 

Motion by Grant = PO elaborate and draw up perspectives on strategy for inde 
ustries where we have a base and for the unemployed work with the aim of giving 
leaderBhip and rooting ourselves among the workers. Motion by Streeter to refer 
to PG. Defeated by roll call vote = 5, Motion carried by roll call = Ga . 

Motion by Kohlman ~ in past period despite failure of the trade union سم‎ 
toe to function, the PG has given the necessary political and orgi guidanca 
for national industrial works Amendment by Sold = except for Chi unemployed 
work, Amendment defeated, Sold for, others against. Orgginal motion carried 
by roll call vote = 7, Statement by Young = "It is obvious that the PG has 
worked on the general line for the situation as a whole, nationally; This was 
never challenged, What I spoke of was giving the line for specific national. ۱ 
situations (relief crisis); industries nationally, etc. fhe report generally Was ۰ 
correct, but any notion that the 'PC has given ail necessary directives’ in any 
field, is an attempt to decree perfection. I am not voting on Kohimans mot LOR 
because such blanket abstractions would be inerrect about any body at any ۵ و‎ 
Signed also by Cocke, Statement by Sold, signed also by Grant and Hadley, “This 
is a Stalinist method of rubber stamping a leadership". 

Motion to accept the report: CD. roll call vote = 8, Statement by Sold = 
I am for the report with my motion as a statements 

Motion by Streeter = 5 voting members to constitube a quorum to start 
sessions tomorroW. CD. Session adjourneds 


F'RST SESSTON. SUNDAY, JULY مد‎ 38, at 10 4M. 
Smogane = Oehler. Sold, Streoter, Okun, Grant, Young; Kohlman, Hadloy, Strong, 
Bertman (late), Cowan (late), Botth (late) s 
Chairman of session = Okune 

Motion by Oehler to reconsider the agenda and take up the youth question next 
since reporter on Negrote campaign is not present. CD, all for. 


8, REPORT ON YOUTH QUESTION BY OBHLER. 
Winority report by Sold. Sold receives ten minute extensione 

Discussion and motionse ۱ 

Motion by Sold « "That in view of the fact that the YWL does nov exist as an 
organization, this plenum recommend to the YWL NEC to call a special conventio:. 
to liquidate the YWL as suche In its place we propose to establish an RWL youch 
sommittee and to establish local youth clubs wherever possibles The Young Worker 
shail continue to be published and special youth activity carried on as one of 
the fost important phases of RWL work." Defeated, RC lle 

Motion by Hadley = "To clarify the position of the plenum in view of the 
positions presonted in the discussion, the plenum reaffirms the previous plenum 
and convention decisions endorsing the line and work of the youth Buro". Ruled 
out of order by chairs- An appeal against the decision of the chair was not carried. 

Motion by Sold = to endorse the line and position on the youth of the last 
plonum and convention: Carried, roll call 12, Statement by Sold = I vote not 
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enoo are stotement that I am in favor of reaffirming the 2nd convention 
position, but not of the last plenum". 
Motion by Streeter = to reaffirm the decisions of the previous RWL plonums anc. 
convertion endorsing the line of the YWL». Carried, roll call lSe ۱ 

Motion by Grant = The axis of our evaluation of the past period of the work 
of the RWL in the youth field be 1) lack of sufficient political aid to the 
youth, failure to combat liquidationist tendecy = in spite of increased aid given 
to youth 2) the immediate bad situation in the YWL, however, is due also to 
the lack of forces in the center, absence of leading comrades, Wiesenfé'ds and 
Cooks absences, failure to get the out of town comrades into YWL, ete. Defeated, 
roll call 14, ۱ 

Motion by Grant = "That the PC give leadership to the youth Buro in working 
out line for action on 1) the war drive ~ the application of the RWL line to win- 

` ning the youth wh are the main object of the drive and who's winning is essential 
to a successful #fight against war 2) the relief crisis - a) winning the une 
employed youth with special emphasis on vagrant youth as part of antifascist 
struggle because these youth are prey to facist influence b) linking it up ta 
war drive in youth field, CCC, etc e) adopting a position on NYA and WPA S) Tn 
industry = utilization of youth contacts in steel, ete, by line fœ youth in 
industry, political adaptation of youth slogans to problems of these industries, 
organizational stops to consolidate." Defeated, roll call 15, 

Statement by Grant "When criticisms were made ofmy position to the effect 
that I had no concrete suggestions, I worked out several suggestions for coordin= 
ating the political work of the PO and youth Buros The comrades who votedit 
down, did so offering no reasons, making no counter=suggestions, despite the PC 
report speaking of necessity of increased political aid to youth". ۰ 

Motion by Cowan "There now exists olements of sectarianism in the leadership 
of the YWL, expressing itself in an organizational inner orientation which can 
only be eliminated by reorientatng the buro of the YWL to carrying out the line 
of the WL among the youth by redistrituting the forces of the YWL in such a ۰ 
manner as to strengthen the youth center and place YWL organizers in the field". 
Defeated, roll cail 16, | 

Statement by Ochler ="Since the youth Buro in the past period really consisted 
of Young, Kohlman. and Ochlor; these three comrades are the ones lableed as 
having elements of se¢tarianisme" 

Statement by Kohiman = I consider that there are elomnts of objectivo 
soctarianims in the leadership of the YWL; as stated in tho Cowan motion, flow ing 
from the sectarian factors in tho origin and development of the YWL, andits 
past failure to correlate the maintenance of a functioning political conter 
with carrying out its line in action in the worker~youth field on a national 
conle.' Signed also by Strong. Statement by Okun = The motion of conr ade 
Coran on tho youth applies in my opinion to Young, Wiesenfeld, Holler, Cooke, 
Kohlmane I consider the clements of soctarianism in the youth leadership has 
beon docreased sinee the last 2 

Motion to accept the PG report. Carried, roll call vote 17. Statement by 
Kohilman = For the report with the Cowan motion as a statomente 

Session recessed at 2:39 PMs 


SECOND SHSSTON, SUNDAY, JULY B, 38, at 3:80 PM, 


“woogie ™ Samo aS ao iirst sessione 
Charman of session ~ Kohlman. 


NIGRETE DEFENSE = REPORT BY COWAN., 
7 “'“Wscussion and motionse 

Motion by Streeter ۰۶ 1) Launch the broadest possible campaign for the freedom 
ana safe return of Negrete, and against the persecution of revolut ionists in Spain 
by the Loyalist Govt and its suppression of workers democratic rigkss; in support 
Jf whe revolutionary workers in Spaine 2) Mobilize the entére RWL and YWL for 

this samaigne 3) Axis of campaign be to ‘present the League line on Spain, against 

franco ang against the PF, for independent working class action 4) Axis of 
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defense within above be on the class struggle basis = protests, mass meetings, 
mobilizing working class pressure, picketing pf Spanish consulates where we are 
strong enough (using Uefe for this if possible, etc). 5) Spread the defnse came 
paign nationally and internationally" 6)" Tatnch united rromt campaign on class 
struggle basis, appealing to all working d ass organizations for such action, €tCe 
7) special issue of FW 8) handling of united front, FW, and concrete plans be 
referred to PC. Carried, all wham for. 3 3 aos 


Motion by Hadley = amendment to Streeter motion ~ the political axis of de~ 
fense agitation bes within the framework of the line on Spat, attack nationalism 
of Loylaist govt in repudiating international aid, counterpose to Loyalist sell= 
out to the imperidlists our line and action in giving international aid to Spanis- 
workers, stressing that our line is the only way to defeat fascisme Defeated, FO 
call vote #9. Statement by Cowan = Hadley's motion is extraneoug in that it is 
better covered by Streeter's motione Statement signed also by Oehler, Bertman, 
Okin, Booth, Kohiman.  Statemnet by Hadley = My amendment is to stress a point 
which I ensider particularly important. If it has already been decided on, the 
usual procedure is to vote for with a statement to that effect. The ọnly way E. 
cau explain those voting against with Cowan's statement is a factional attitude whic. 
admits no good in those they opposes. I hold the same view on Sold's motion 

Statement by Hadley = "When Grant asked to have her name put on the speakers 
list, Okun interjected, ‘Cant we unite on the defense of. Negrete without little 
factional squabbles}! He again shows a burocratic subjective attitude of rejecting 
in advance all suggestions or criticism with which he does not or may not agrees 
Further, if unity excludes discussion, then Okuns idea of unity is a burocratic -/ 
one also." ۱ | ea Re $ ۱ 

Motion by Sold = include inthe special issue of the FW the following contents: 
non-intervention committee, present situation in Spain, role of GPUe Defeated by 
roll call vote #10. Statement by Streeter = The editorial board and PC have 
already decided to œ t ain cur line on Spain and the present situati one” States 
ment concurred in by Oehler, Cun, Cowan e 

Report by Oehler of Stamm letter and wires that League shall call offclass 
struggle defense of Negrete and of persecuted revolutionists in Spain, and proposing 
instead "joint action" on Sganns class collaboraticnistx legal defense basis. 

Motion to approve P% decision appointing a subcommittee to handle this on the 
basis of the plenum line for the campaign. Carried, all.fore _ ۳ 

Motion to accept Cowan rep6rt on Negrete defenses Carried, all fors | 


ons ORGANIZATION REPORT ~ STREETER» Sub reports on FW by Okun, on 4th by Grante — 
ww Session 6 ecessed ab 6:30 Pellis 1 


TYPOD SESSION, SUNDAY, JULY و هط 70۵ 1938% وت‎ Ter 
Present ™ dame as at last session. ۱ 
Chairman « Bertman ees ae ۱ ۱ ۱ 
Motion by Bertman for closed session (open to plenum members only)» CDe 
Motion by Okun for open session (to RWL)» Defeated. Motion by Grant to table 
cestion of alternates to PC, et, till after conclusion of diecussion and voting 
ca crf reporte CDe 


Anemdment by Grant to org report point on perspeictives "Our main political 
crive in the coming period mist continue to be the waz drive = in the FW, thru 
a Workers Vote campaign, our unemployed and trade union worke The momement of the 
agents of the bourgeoisie in the working class to the right (due to the prssure. 
of the pre war period) presents us with an opportunity to make our position clearer 
as the only org capabje of answering the problems of the classe We must conî inue 
to work out and present our position on all important problems; in the press, 
و وراج‎ Work in auto and steel to consolidate:our base in these key industries; 
tis up the unemployed work (relief: situation) with our political and anti-war 
work; attempt to start antiemilitarist work; especially among contacts in the 
National Guard". CD, roll call 18 Amendment by Sold = strike out point on 
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workers vote in Grant motione Defeated, Sold for, others againste 7 
Motion by Cowan = the plenum instructs the PC to further wneretize the line 
of the RWL on unemployed work in the light of the experiences. of the organization 
and the new objective developments in the past periods The PC to put ths 
point on its agenda within two weeks." Carried. 
Motion by Cowan =~ In order to give life to the intent of this plomm to roct 
the RWL deeper in the masses and to broaden its organizational base among tho 
adult workers and youth, theplenum recommends to the national youth burean the 
transfer of comrade Kohlman immediately te the Cleveland unit. of the RWL, and 
assigninghim to orgl work for the RWL and YWL in the Clevelend arcae” Amendment 
by Oehler = to be done on the basis of a fi nctioning buro beingleft behind, 
immediately if possiblee Amendment carried by roll call (19). Cowan motion 
as amended carried = RC 20. Statem nt by Bertman = I am for Cowans motion 
without the amendment. Motion by Hadley to table Cowan motion and amende Def. 
Motion by Hadley = organize 6 workers vote. campaign around the issue of 
the war drive, to culminate in the congressional elections in the fell. Amend- 
ment by Oehler = the execution of the motion be referred to the PC, the camp= 
gign to be organized wherever the units are stong enouge" Carried as amended, al. 
for except Sold, against, ۱ 
Motion by 0 0_8 the perspective of a bi-weekly FW in the winter e 
Defeated, Sold for, Young abstaining, others against. . ۱ 
Amendments by Sold to the Org reports 1) Draft program ۳ the draft pro- 
gram in its present form is inadequate altho itz shows definite mingmmmnt progresse 
Def. Sold for, Hadley not voting, others against e 2) May 30 WL campaing = in 
essence it was a failures Defeated, Sold for, Strong not voting, others against e 
3) Chi unemployed work = RWL in the unemployed field recieved a vital setback 
due to its falsetactical line. Defeated Sold for, others againste A) YWL = the 
-YNL in the past two months has ceased to exist as a navional orgenizations Def, 
Sold for, others againste ۰ 


Motion to accept the org report as amendeds CD, rol call 21. — 
} Motion by Sold to remove Sold from the PG. Defeated, roll call 22e 
Motion by Oehler = 88 1) PC investigate if and how soon comrade Lorenz could 
transfer to the center 2) if this can be arranged without jeopardizing NY work 
3} Add Lorenz to the PCe Carried, R C 23e Amendment by Sold = to place  - 
Lorenz on PC, the PC to work out arrangments to bring Lorenz to Chie Defeated, 
roil call و24‎ Statemnt by Grant and Young "For Oehlers motion with the under- 
ctanding thet Lorenz is to come out as soon as possibleo® ۱ 
Motion by Oehler to add Okun to PC as an alternates CD, roll call 9 
Motion by Sold = if the transfer of Lorenz is contingent on his being ree 
placed, the PC immediately take steps to arrange thise Motion by Oehler to - 
refer this to the PCe CD. | 


hs Motion by Oehler the next plenum be in November » the PC to arrange city 
and date by roll call of (Ce Carried, Sold against, others fore 


Motion to refer question of Wiesenfeld to PC. CDe : ete 
Plenum adjourned at 1:30 A.M, with the singing of the International. 


JHE 


: 4TH REPORT ~ cont. from page Te 
more organizedly the current problems in the movement = to become in this way 
more of a distinct forces This also will interest the membership more and encour» 


17 Organizational Status. Even tho the 4th is so important it has suffered 


omewhat of a decline in reation to the FWe The regular تج‎ 7112 puts a mimeo? 


4th under a handicape Sales have fallen off. Fewer copeis have been run fercing 
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s to cut free liste Ve Plans for pro - Ae Technical = new cover’, 
able of contents, dateline, mast head, 5 


t œ in sense r red to the tont 
Ò aged mare with curren robLems ال‎ ain Pp sorot tia ‘Line for Theme 1 
Draw more comrades into writing. Attempts already made in this directione 


“De Campaign planned to put 4th on payin basis ~ sub plana, circulars, e 


VG 3 
Improvement already made has been no iced by alle iat steps will capitalizes 
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VI. Conclusion = Theoretical or mast be pushed more (steps and plans mentioned 

Mist not i Raed by oi. ne minus the o hor is one-sided. Theory of Marxism be? 
hows he هن‎ BOE 159% 09 ‘naval 


aramount because wit opary activitye 


oT 
FIGHTING WORKER REPORT = OKUN. - 
I. What we accomplished ۱ 
وگ‎ Feliticals 1) Paper reflects our orientation more than ever before: a 
propaganda group with a mass work orientaticne +2) It reflects our work. 
especially in the class struggle, more than it has in any precedingper bod o 
3) More rounded in its news contercse 4) Has served, becuase of regularity. 
the 4 pager, and improvement, as a greater party organizer than ever before - . 
2 More stress on organizational League life 6) staff is more collective. 
7) two pamphlets, one in preparationo mee es ۱ ِ 
3. Technical: 1) Regularity ofpaper - five issues, all on tine, andnow spec ia” 
Negrete issuee 2) Slight improvement in make up and printing 3) Gain 
3n bundle orders of 655 last 1۵۴ 100 this months 


» Shortcomings= ۱ 
مت‎ Wo man power fo technical work. بطم‎ of it done by PC memberse iinaa 
2) Have not yet created a stable financial base for the papere 8) Jour= 
nalistic stybe, altho slightly improved, showa no great progresse 
4) Technical work still poor (altho it is highly commended by a printing 
expert who knows our problems and inexperience)e 5) response to paper 
fine in many places: Cleveland, Chi, Ste Louis, Philae Very weak in 
Columbus, NYa Springfiede + Davenport. We must correct these definienc i8 0 
6) Practically no attempt anywhere to get mman subss 3 


IIIe Perspectives ۱ ۱ 

1) continued publication despite summer month lage 2) Gain a better 
financial base. Ask the units to take out loans of $25 or mores 3) Attempt to 
build up Bundle orders to sympathizers and fripads as well as units, andincrease 
freq liste 4) Two new pamphlets. Try 0 get them financed e, 5) A more serious 
Crive for subse 6) We can nov las down at this time a perspective for biswkly 
but we must gear up distribution, get stable finencial base and technical help, as 


steps in that directions 


ATH INT'L REPCRI ~ GRANT. 


Te General function is to present our line to the classe The FW is our masspope 
ular organ; the 4th is cur theoretical organ; dedking in detail with analyses 
of, strategy for, general line for, problems facing the classe Both organs to 
gether present a rounded position to the leass; both necessary im if we want 
2o be a revolutionary Marxian organization, participating in and leading the 
struggles of the classe ۱ ۱ 
ife What Should such a theoretical organ contain? Generally, divided into 
2e Articles on economic political, and social problems = our analysis and answer ۰ 
J: Articles on opponents organizations anû currert s, auxiliary to A ~ dealing wit . 
ود‎ above also, but at the same time taking up the developments withing these 
organizeationse EG ~= Articles on CP” we critic isa CP convent ion positions and 
slogans in FW, we analyze the theoretical, developments underlying these in the 
4ta, Ge Articles on airvents in art, developments in science(relation to 
megerialist concept of history) and philosophy, ete 
It. How carried out in past: We have had 
a. Articles on political, economic, ans social problems: Plenum documents# 
American imperialism, recession, Revisionism andBurocracy, Mex O11, Roosevelt 
Trocram for Youth. On this last we Should have more as well as make a definite — 
attempt to have articles on other oppressed stratae 4th mist be breadened in thi. 
SOLS 4 ۱ ; 
Be Opponents articles = Field, POUM Left Wing, Stamm (Revisionisn and را‎ 
rok sites (Mex 0i1) e ۱ ۱ 
Ga So tar only article in third category (art, science, etc) has bean Dial 
Matcricvzism series e ee 

Cur crgan mst be broadened to be a theoretical magazine and to answer 

(conte on page: 


Org Report = by Streeter page 8. 


i, The striking power of the league, through the press and its trade 

union, tours, and ether activity, has increased since the 4th (April) 
lenum. The press has been the largest single faytor in this progress, 
Separate reports are listed on the FW and the 4th). 


a. The completion of the programmatic draft, presented to the ple» 
num for approval and now to be written up and published, gives us for the 
first time a rounded theoretical presentation of the Marxist progra in 
one document, This achievment will strengthen our blows tremencousiy in 
the class struggle, ۱ 


b.e Since the April plenum we have conducted the following campaigns 
May lst = open air, indoor, and kouse meetings nationally 
2) May 30 Memorial Day anti-war campaign of the VYL, supported by 
the RYL ۱ 
۱ Against Roosevelt's war phans - 3 months campaign 
Relief crisis - Cleveland and Chicago ۱ 
Streeter defenge- we were able to forge a dismissal of the case 


Cn & تس‎ 


Ce Trade union work (Listed here, will be taken up in the trade un- 
Chicago ion and Unemployed report.) 
1)/- Work in the office workers unions, in IWA, in WPA organizing 
committee, etc. | 
~ Cleveland = Aesec of Unemployed, work in relief crisis 
Detroit, St. Louis, Columbus, Springfield, = trade union asti- 
vity,. 
Railroad leaflet 
Wasnington activity in WAA ۱ ۱ 
(۳1 08 628۳ 010 conference تس‎ Bertman and Streeter 
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a, Tours and field work: 

1 ‘Okun to east coast for FY 

2) Oenler to Kansas City, St. Louis, and coal fields 

3\wieserfeld ard Hadley to Columbus and Syprirefield fo7 Mas Day 
meetings ۱ 

4) Okun to Canada for contadt work and Field convention 

5) Bertman to upper Michigan, our forst penetration in this area 


C, “Field Convention = Okun as RWL observer, League made inrsads 
and contagts, secured first hand information on Canadian 
Fieldites, 


f, Washington "Anti-war" conference - handled by Strong from NY 
and by Washington comrades 


The League showed renewed recruiting ability in a small gain iù 
members: 3 new members in Cleveland, 1 in NY, 2 in upper Michigan as a 
résult of Pertman's trip, plus the drawing closer of a number of Sym ^- 
tuizers in Kansas City, St. Louis, Springfield. A new unit has zesin es- 
tablished in KC, 2 


a Do 
Some steps were taken toward developing ٩ collective leadership. 


Shortcomings-‏ و2 


a, The biggest faikxxexix shortcoming is the failure to establish 
a functioning political center. Some steps have been made in. this 03 16۵2516: 
ection but far from adequate. The political Committee is still forced 
te be too much of an administrative body, Related to iris is the lack 
of a technical staff, and the failure to organize what we have more ۱ 
efficiently. 

b. Improved collaboration in the PC has not correated the bad 
tendency of PC and CC members, particularly in the Center, to dispute 
in the lower bodies, instead of confining their differences to the PC. 
Attenpts to draw out of town CC members into the Center for work have 
been only partially súccessful, 

Ce We were not able to bring Negeete back from Spain, 

d. ‘tile we made advances in unemployed work in Chicago, the 
center unit, our attempts to builds Progressive Group in the IWA fell 
through, as ¢utlined in the PC motion of June 11, 


e. We have not yet overcome the effec$s of the Stamm split. 
This politically bankrupt group, rétaining the name RWL, discredits 
the League with its material and has a negative effect. In NY, where 
the Stammites had a majorty of the unit and the hqrs, the comrades 
have been functioning under this handicap. Some progress ahas been 
made {unemployed work, street meetings, student work, )but a number o° 
opportunities have been slipped up on {op convention, Hague New Jer- 
sey situatio, no reaction th the military maneuvers in upstate NY, ev- 

f. Training school = Due to the lack of response from the units, 
we were unable to go through with the school, Our small forces, the. 
Stanm split, the absenve Jf the FW for months, caused a setback 
which the recent activity and the regular appearance of the FW cid 
not have time to overcome, Individucl financtal probléms was another 
aspect. 7 
e. The YWL has fallen down seriously, Its center nas 6 
poorly. The national and organizational gecretaries were both vut of 
‘he center for aver n month, The RUL gave political and ocg'l s.d by 
selecting its nat'l sec'y as a rep to the Puro, opening the 4ti mat- 
erial to the youth, local aid in Chicago, aid through tne YW waose 
appearance has been a plus. Jobe attention and emphasis must ce gi- 
ven the YWL in the next period, 


5. Tasks ۱ : 


e, The entire League and YWL must be mobilized around the Ne- . 
grete campaign. Deyailed plans are taken up.as a separate point, 

b. We must put the programmatic draft ingk shape editorially, 
arà attemmt topublish it by the next plenum, 

Ca York to drive the League into mass work on the League iing, 
root our comrades into such work, 


۱ مه‎ Xe - Š f 
و8‎ Streggthen and extend the hases of the League through tours in 
the next months to the ast and west coasts, and if possible to Canada, 
Send a colonizer into Cleveland. ۱ 
e, Build a functioning political center and a collective lea‘er~ 
ship. Develop new comrades, The comrades of the CC must be rawr mere 
into the work of the center; the leading body must function collectively 
and aim to establish a greater collaboration. The PC must arrange to 
have more discussions of a political character anê previds cp ,ortunities = 
for sell study and development, This will also be beneficial to the mm 
mvw.bersajp., Onn the other side the PC must tightem up, function as a 
centralizem disciplined unit, 2C end CC members nast set the example to 
the membership in activity, discipline and responsibility, snd in org- 
anizing thier personal lives arouhd the League. This whale question 
mst be posed on the background cf political and practical activity in 
tle class struggle, just as the question of a functioning political cen- 
ter and developing new comrades is ameans to develop and apply eur line 
more effectively, 
f, Aid the YWL politically and Organizationally through the YW, 
The key problem of the youth is to establish a functioning center afain, 


v 6 Carry through the tasks established by the Convention and the 
last vinum (membership drive, etc. etcs). 


4. lorspective- Our ma:nn political drive in the coming period mast còs- 
vine to be the war drive - thru the FW, thru a Workers Vote camp... in 
cut unemployed and trade union work, The movement ot the agents of the 
beurgeoisle in the workingclass to the right (due to the pr4ssure of thir 
pre-war period) presebts us with the Spportunity to make our position 
clearer as the only organization capable of answering the problems cfthe 
wor'tineclass, We must continue to work out and presents our position to 
cow workers on all important questions - in our press, etc; work i” tne ۱ 
svecl and auto industries to consolidate our base there; tie.up os un- 
employed work (relief Situation) with our political and anti-war work? 
atsempt to Start anti-militarist work, especially among the contawis ih 
che National Guard, ۱ 

ia the next periodie despite the negative factors, if the League 
can drive forward and eliminate the shcortcomings, we can expect a fur» 


tasr increase in striking power and a small gain in membership, 


Attached #l- (First session on Prog. Drd t)- pace TL 
aa Young to point on ultra-leftism in draft- Not cartied, 
see ۱ 


l. The fundamental distinction in the working class movement is 
between a) those who, recognizing the contradiction between the work- 
ing vlass and capitalism, work to push this contradiction to its only 
possibile synthesis, Communism; and b) those whose work objective’ y 
holds back the development-of the contradiction, that is, who s5772 
sozgectively to tic the working class to its enemy. oe 

The dsaginction within the latter camo is accoréing to the ۵6 
and theory by which the progress of the working class is ampsded. 

2. The obvious and tne main theoretical basis is that of revcoTm= | 
ism, that is, that the road for the working @ ass lies in collaboration. 
Wid the wurgecisie, use of the bourgeo%s state fa its ends, etc. 


But this itself ts not sufficient.te serra as an effective agent of 


the Wurgeoisie. Neformism muss ve supplenemted by a) centrism - whose. 
essence is, while verbally declaring itrel? for irrecuncilabbe struggle: 
against the bourgeoisic and its state, not to act against them, and ۱ 


while declcring the nesa for workers independent organization and ۱ 
seizure of power, to divert all movements to this into reformist oh are 
nels of action; mdb) Ultra-leftism - whose essence lies in"answering” 
the essential problems of the wprking class by denying any. positive solu 
tion for them, It acts as an aide to class collaboration by eliminating. 
ans otner channels of action. (For example, when the question of power 
is on the agenda, the ultreleft either و‎ the workers" state C2 so 


defines it as to make it impossible of achievment . thus turning masse: — 


back to the capitalist state and class collaboration, ) ۱ 

4, These currents include among them all non-Marxian currents in th: 
political lahor movement. However, there cannot be a "pure" reformisn c 
centrism or ultra-leftism. The various groups will switch positions c. 
imieciabe issues avcording to the necds of the situatiion, to thelr ti. 
Siutoas, etc. The non-Marxist organization approximates a certain pol- 
itical position, but being itself in motion, its program and relation- 
ی‎ ase also constantly in, flux, We term erganizations reformist, 
cenlrisn, or ultra-left to define therfa.m and nature odf their devia- 
tion aud our tactics in dealing with them. Se oa ۱ 


Roll Calls. 
: Key e 

1. Young amendment to draft program on pint on ultra leftism. 

2. Oehler mosion to endorse draft as amended for content. 

3. Sold first motion on Chi unemployed work. 

44 Sold second metion on Chi unemployed worke 

5. Streeter motion to refer Grant's motion on tele and unemployed directives. 
. 6 Grant motion on t.eu. and unemployed directives. 

7. Kohiman motion on PC guidance for national indurstrial work e 

8. motion to accept the t.u. and unemployed report e 

9, Hadley amendment to Streeter motion on Negrete defenses 
10. Sold motion on contents for special Negrete issue of FW. 
11. Sold motion to liquidate YWL. 
12. Sold motion to endorse previous plenum line on youthe 
13, Streeter motion to reaffirm previous RWL endorsement of line of YWhe 
14. Grant motion on evaluating RWL work in YWL. 
15. Grant motion on line for youth work. 
16. Gowan motion on sectarianism in YWL leadership. 
17. Motion to accept report on youthe 
18. Grant motion on perspective, as amendment to org reporte 
19. Oehler amendment to Cowan motion on Kohlman for field work. 
20, Cowan motion on Kohlman for field work as amended e 
210 Motion to accept org report. ۱ 
22. Motion by Sold to remove Sold from 00 
23, Ochler motion on Lorenz for PC, and on investigating possibility of coming 

to center e 

26. Sold amendment on lorenzese . 
25, Oehler motion to add Okun as alternate to PC. 
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